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Purpose 

To ensure that the filling operations and testing procedures applied to fire department air 

cylinders adequately protect our members.  

Policy Statement:   

It is the policy of Spicewood Fire Rescue that all personnel expected or likely to use SCBA 

air cylinders be trained in the proper use, testing and maintenance of the air refill station.  

I.  Responsibility 

A. The Fire Chief has overall responsibility for providing a proper respiratory protection 

system within the Department. 

B. The SCBA Coordinator is responsible for overall management of the respiratory 

protection system including the air refill station.  

1. For ensuring that air cylinders are filled and ready for use by Department 

personnel. 

2. For maintaining required records and reports concerning breathing air quality 

tests; personnel face piece fitting tests; and all other SCBA relative information, 

including filing the required documentation with Fire Administration. 

3. For ensuring that Department personnel required to fill and test air cylinders are 

properly trained and qualified. 

E. Company officers are responsible for ensuring that Fire Department policy, relative to 

the use and maintenance of air cylinders are followed by the members under their 

respective command. 

  

Procedures:  

I Breathing Air Quality: 



A. Air for SCBA cylinders taken from any department operated compressor and storage 

system shall meet the testing and quality requirements of CGA G-7. I, Commodity 

Specification for Air, with a minimum air quality of Grade D and a maximum dew 

point of-65 F or lower. 

1. An accredited ISO 17025 laboratory shall test the air quality from compressors, 

cascade systems, and storage receivers used for filling SCBA cylinders at least every 3 

months. 

2. The most recent air quality test record will be kept on the fill station and will 

include the name of the testing lab.  

2. The quarterly air quality tests shall be maintained for 5 years. 

  3.  Records shall be maintained for each air quality test. If the required air quality is    

not being achieved, the use of the system shall be discontinued until repairs are 

made and the air quality is verified by testing. 

 II. Recharging Air Cylinders and Compressor Operation: 

A. SCBA cylinders shall be refilled only with approved breathing quality air. 

1. All air cylinders shall be visually inspected before filling. Cylinders that show 

damage and/or defects, or that have not met hydrostatic test requirements  shall 

be left unfilled and removed from service. (Reference Repairing SCBA 

Equipment Guidelines.) 

Air cylinder maximum filling rate shall not exceed a 25 psig. rise/second, or 1500 

psig. rise/minute. 

B. Air cylinders shall only be filled by personnel who have been trained on the proper 

operation, procedures, and equipment. 

C. Breathing air compressor and filling station operating guidelines and safety 

precautions shall be posted at each fill station. These guidelines shall be followed by 

all personnel operating refilling equipment. 

D. The area of the air intake of the refill station shall labeled and kept clear and free of   

contaminates.  

D. Air stored in Air Cylinders must be replaced on annual basis.  


