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Purpose 

To provide proper respiratory protection to Fire Department personnel through the utilization 

of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) in accordance with NFPA 1981. 

Policy Statement:   

It is the policy of Spicewood Fire Rescue that all personnel expected or likely to respond to, 

and function in, hazards environments, shall be provided with, and trained in, the proper 

use and maintenance of self-contained breathing apparatus. 

B. Fire Department personnel shall utilize SCBAs as part of their overall firefighting 

protective equipment. 

C. Monthly inspection and operational checks shall be performed on all in-service SCBA.  

 * If a member is assigned to a duty assignment with an operational period beyond 8 hours, 

the inspection and operational check shall be performed at the start of each duty period.  

 Records of these checks will be maintained in the department record management system 

(RMS).   

D. Monthly inspection and functional tests shall be performed on all in-service SCBA on the 

first day of each month. 

E. Yearly inspection and servicing of SCBA shall be scheduled and conducted by the SCBA 

Coordinator. 

F. SCBA’s and their component parts, which are observed, to be worn, defective, damaged, 

or fail inspection, shall be removed from service immediately, and a “spare" SCBA shall 

be provided. 

G. SCBA’s and their spare air cylinders shall be secured to apparatus and vehicles in such a 

manner as to be readily available for quick operations, yet shall be well secured enough to 

prevent injuries to personnel or accidental damage to apparatus and/or equipment. 



 

 

H. To provide a minimum of one (1) SCBA and one (1) spare air cylinder for each member 

assigned to a particular piece of fire apparatus.  

I. In the event of a failure or near-failure of SCBA, it is the responsibility of the Officer-in 

Charge to document the event and submit a report to the SCBA coordinator. The reported 

event shall be submitted in a written format to the SCBA manufacture and to the 

certification organization.  

I.  Responsibility 

A. The Fire Chief has overall responsibility for providing a proper respiratory protection 

system within the Department. Additionally, the Fire Chief shall 

▪ Performing a Risk Assessment prior to the procurement process of SCBA. 

a. The risk assessment shall include, but not be limited to, the expected 

hazards that can be encountered by user of the SCBA based on the type of 

duties preformed, frequency of use, the organizations geographic location 

and climate controls. 

B. The SCBA Coordinator is responsible for overall management of the respiratory 

protection system. 

1. For ensuring that SCBA’s are properly maintained and repaired, and that an 

adequate number of SCBA’s are available for use by Department personnel. 

2. For maintaining required records and reports concerning:  

▪ Repair, and testing of SCBA and their component parts 

▪ Breathing air quality tests; 

▪ personnel face piece fitting tests 

▪ all other SCBA relative information 

▪ filing the required documentation in the RMS.  

3. For training members on these policies.  

C. Incident Commanders have overall responsibility, at emergency incidents, for 

ensuring that proper respiratory protection is both provided to and utilized by Fire 

Department personnel. 

D. The Company Officer is responsible for ensuring that Fire Department minimum 

training standards are met by all personnel relating to the use of SCBA and that there 

is adequate, regular, and standardized SCBA training provided to each Fire 

Department member. 

E. Company officers are responsible for ensuring that Fire Department policy, relative to 

the use and maintenance of SCBA’s are followed by the members under their 

respective command. 



 

 

F. All Fire Department members are directly responsible for their personal safety and 

shall utilize and maintain SCBA’s in accordance with this policy. 

1. Each member shall be responsible for their individual assigned face piece. 

 

II.  Guidelines 

Operations: 

A. Self-contained breathing apparatus shall be worn and used by all firefighters when: 

1. Entering confined spaces that are oxygen deficient, where smoke, chemicals, toxic 

agents, toxic fumes, or unknown type gases or vapors are present. 

2. At the scene of emergency incidents where personnel may be exposed to toxic 

vapors, gases, fumes, mist or dust caused by fires, explosions, leaks, spills or other 

means. 

B. Resist the tendency to prematurely remove SCBA’s during routine fire situations. 

SCBA will be worn during overhaul operations at any fires that create toxic vapors, 

gases, fumes, mist or dust. The Incident Commander / Safety Officer will determine 

when members may remove their SCBA.  

C. When working in SCBA, members shall operate in teams of two or more and be 

able to maintain communication with each other. 

  III. Identification and Storage: 

A. All SCBA will be assigned a unit identification number tag which is permanently 

mounted on the unit’s backpack frame. All SCBA shall be reference by their unit 

identification number. 

1)   All breathing air cylinders will be identified by the manufacturer’s serial      

number assigned to each cylinder. 

2) All SCBA face pieces will be identified by the member’s identification number to 

whom it was assigned. 

 

 IV.  SCBA Inspections and Maintenance: 

A. Weekly / daily inspection and operational check. 

1. Check cylinder pressure, needs to be at least 4000 psi. or cylinder must be recharged or 

replaced. The tank should not be loose in the frame. 

2. Examine backpack and harness straps for good condition, straps should be fully 

extended and in a ready state for quick operation. 



 

 

3. Check to ensure that cylinder valve is in good working order, and valve safety ratchet 

stop for proper operation. 

4. Pressurize the unit by turning the tank valve hand wheel counter-clockwise; both the 

low-pressure alarm and the distress alarm must briefly sound when the SCBA is first 

turned on. 

5. Both the cylinder and console gauges should be within 100 psi. of each other. 

6. Check hose and cylinder connections for leaks. Performing a 20 second high pressure 

leak test by turning the tank valve off and watch the regulator gauge. There should be 

no noticeable drop in pressure. 

7. Examine face piece to determine if intact and clean. 

8. Record findings in RMS for each SCBA. Breathing apparatus that do not perform 

properly as outlined must be tagged and placed “out of service” and the SCBA 

coordinator shall be notified of the issue with the unit 

 V.  Monthly inspection and functional test. 

1. Examine cylinder for good condition and hydrostatic date; check valve safety 

racket stop for proper operation. 

2. Backpack and harness straps shall be inspected for excessive wear, loose screws, 

and proper operation of the adjustment hardware. 

3. Perform 60-second high-pressure leak test; after pressurizing SCBA fully, turn off 

cylinder valve and watch the console gauge for 60 seconds. There should be no 

noticeable drop in pressure. 

4. Examine face piece, neck and head straps, head harness, and buckle release levers 

for cleanliness, excessive wear, loose screws, and broken or deteriorating parts. 

5. The following functional tests will be performed as part of the monthly inspection 

process: 

a. Face piece test: Personnel will check face piece for proper facial seal by 

placing face piece against the face, connecting regulator to face piece and 

inhaling. (SCBA should not be pressurized during test). The user should 

be able to maintain a negative vacuum for 15 to 20 seconds. 

b. Regulator test: consist of donning air pack, pressurizing SCBA, and 

connecting face piece to regulator. Then breathing through the unit and 

checking for normal operation. Check bypass/purge valve and donning 

switch for proper operation. 

c. Personal Alert Safety System (PASS) Alarms test: consist of checking 

both the low-pressure alarm and the distress alarm for complete and 

normal operation. 

1. Low pressure alarm; turn cylinder valve off, lift a rubber edge of the 

face piece, and slowly allow the air pressure to drop. Observe the 

console gauge, when the unit pressure reaches approximately 1100psi. 

the Vibralert will activate.  



 

 

2. Distress alarm (PASS Device): press (red) manual button, unit will go 

to full alarm, press (yellow) re-set button twice to activate automatic 

mode. After 20 seconds of motionless, pre-alarm will sound. After 10 

more seconds, full alarm will activate, press (yellow) reset button twice 

to return to automatic mode. Turn cylinder valve off and de-pressurize 

unit, press (yellow) re-set button twice and listen for two quick chirps 

to ensure distress alarm is off. 

d. Clean and sanitize SCBA; reference cleaning and sanitizing guidelines. 

e. Record findings in RMS for all SCBA: Turn in along with all completed 

weekly / daily inspection forms for each SCBA assigned to that particular 

Station, (including any reserve/spare SCBA inspection forms), to the 

SCBA Coordinator. Breathing apparatus that do not perform properly as 

outlined, must be tag and place “out of service”. 

C. After use inspections. 

1. To be perform after each SCBA has been used, except when 

impractical under tactical conditions. 

2. Recharge or replace all air cylinders. 

3. Perform a daily inspection; reference daily inspection guidelines. 

4. Clean and sanitize; reference cleaning and sanitizing guidelines. 

D. Yearly inspection and servicing of SCBA shall include at least the following 

procedures and manufacturer’s recommendations: 

i. A visual inspection of the entire apparatus. 

ii. Disassembling and cleaning of the regulator. 

iii. Operational and functional checks and testing as required. 

iv. Maintenance and repair of worn or damaged parts. 

v. Replacement of the batteries in the PASS device.  

As part of the SCBA yearly inspection and servicing; face piece fitting test will be 

conducted on all personnel required to wear SCBA. 

 VI.  Cleaning and sanitizing. 

a. Each individual shall wash and sanitize his/her assigned face piece with approved 

cleaner/sanitizer. 

b. Rinse the face piece with clean warm water and dried with clean wiping cloths or 

disposable towels. 

c. Clean remaining unit and components with mild soap and water. 

d. Never apply water to SCBA unless high-pressure line is connected to an air 

cylinder. Never use alcohol as a disinfecting agent. 

 



 

 

 

   VII. Repairing of SCBA Equipment: 

A. When a member recognizes a need for a SCBA repair, that member shall make 

notification to the Officer-In Charge. 

C. SCBA’s, air cylinders, and face pieces in need of repair are to be stored in the 

appropriate labeled rack.  

D. A replacement SCBA will be provided whenever an SCBA is removed from service 

for repair. “Spare” SCBA’s are available in the storage rack.  

E. Only those individuals who have been properly trained may perform maintenance 

procedures on department owned self-contained breathing apparatus. 

F. Repairs shall be done by qualified persons, using parts and/or supplies designed for 

breathing apparatus. No attempt shall be made to make adjustments beyond 

manufacturers recommendations. Parts shall not be interchanged among devices of 

different manufacturers. 

     G. All tools that have been designated as SCBA maintenance and repair tools, shall only 

be used for repair, adjustment and service of self-contained breathing apparatus. 

H. All maintenance, repairs, and time schedules shall conform to State and manufacturers 

recommendations and guidelines. 

I. All breathing apparatus repairs shall completed by outside technical support and 

facilities. 

J. SCBA’s that are found to be unrepairable by authorized outside technical support shall 

be rendered incapable of operation. It is the responsibility of the SCBA coordinator to 

contact the SCBA manufacturer and/or return the SCBA. 

K. Upon receipt of repaired SCBA, the SCBA shall be properly inspected and flow tested 

prior to putting the SCBA in-service. 

   

 


